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ABSTRACT
Bali is the name of an island and province with a long-standing 
association as the epitome of Indonesian exotic ‘paradise’ from 
books and literary works made by outsiders. However, while the 
existing studies about place names have proliferated, there is 
a scarcity of empirical studies in corpus linguistics that shed light 
on how adjectival collocations of the word Bali are developed from 
a diachronic perspective. Meanwhile, it is pivotal to gain a valuable 
source of reflections and insights into how the outside world per
ceives Bali. Motivated by the existing gaps, the study aims to 
scrutinise adjectival collocations and their developments and rele
vance to records of events, history, or significant events. The study 
employed quantitative and qualitative approaches to achieve these 
objectives. The quantitative approach was from the autogenerated 
frequencies of the adjectival collocations retrieved from three large 
corpora, i.e. the Corpus of Historical American English (COHA), the 
Corpus of Contemporary American English (COCA), and the News 
on the Web (NOW). Furthermore, the qualitative approach was 
required to describe the development of adjectival collocations. 
The findings denoted that the adjectival collocations of Bali evolved 
into more varied and complex adjectival collocations over the 
centuries.
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1. Introduction

A sentence in a novel goes, ‘[. . .] basically we say that Bali is what happens when the lavish 
rituals of traditional Hinduism are superimposed over a vast rice-growing agricultural 
society that operates, by necessity, with elaborate communal cooperation’ (Gilbert 2006: 
76). This excerpt is written by the American novelist Elizabeth Gilbert, who uses several 
adjectives to describe the island of Bali, Indonesia, from an outsider’s point of view. The 
Oxford English Dictionary (2023) provides definitions for these adjectives. Lavish means 
‘unrestrained, effusive.’ Traditional means ‘of or relating to tradition, or a particular tradi
tion; based on, derived from, or sanctioned by tradition; long-established, customary, 
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conventional.’ Superimposed means ‘placed or laid on top of something else.’ Vast means 
‘of great or immense extent or area; extensive, farstretching.’ Agricultural means ‘Engaged 
in agriculture; (also) dependent on or sustained by agriculture.’ Elaborate means ‘worked 
out in much detail; highly finished.’ Communal means ‘participated in or shared by the 
whole community or by members of a group; owned in common; collective.’ These 
adjectives offer an extensive opportunity to observe the qualities, attributes, and repre
sentations embedded in Bali from an outsider’s view that harmonises with the depiction 
of the actual state of affairs.

The findings of several existing empirical studies of Bali align with these adjectives. The 
adjectives lavish and traditional portray the Balinese intangible and tangible cultural 
aspects. For example, the making of commercial and traditional arts is mentioned as 
the central activities of the Balinese (Pipitone & Raghavan 2022), along with traditional 
rituals such as singing and chanting (Reisnour 2020). Bali is also depicted as a tiny island 
with a robust Hindu religious influence (Covarrubias (1986)) and century-old Hindu 
temples, such as Pura Besakih (Putra & Hitchcock 2005). Simultaneously, the island has 
the Garuda Wisnu Kencana statue, which is claimed to be a modern cultural heritage site 
(Putra et al. 2021). Then, the adjective superimposed signifies the rituals closely linked to 
the adjectives vast and agricultural. These adjectives depict the Balinese’s primary liveli
hood source, socio-cultural and religious identity with their renowned irrigation knowl
edge system that yet has dramatically shifted from paddies to massive land conversion for 
tourism purposes (Lorenzen 2015; Pedersen & Dharmiasih 2015; MacRae 2017; Wardana  
2020). Further, the adjectives elaborate and communal illustrate the Balinese collective 
community, which comprises the multi-layered hierarchal caste system (Pedersen & 
Dharmiasih 2015; Pedersen 2021).

Accordingly, given the significance of adjectives in providing vivid descriptions, the 
present study aims to scrutinise adjectival collocations of the word Bali following four 
considerations. Firstly, while the studies of Bali in different fields have flourished, the 
linguistics study of Bali using a corpus diachronic approach remains esoteric, resulting in 
the present study becoming one of the very few attempts that had been made to 
scrutinise Bali from the emergence of early recorded notes and texts collected in major 
corpora. Further, the existing empirical studies about place names emphasise the topo
nymy and etymological approaches. However, these studies also acknowledge and 
encourage the use of corpus for the benefit of their current and future studies, i.e., to 
describe genuinely unique words or their usage (Atkinson 2009), to offer reliable linguistic 
conclusions (Raper 2017), to witness different idiomatic practices (Harte 2019), and to 
contribute to the specific toponymic study, i.e., Columbian toponymy (Gužauskyte 2009), 
Aboriginal (Clark 2017), South African (Spocter 2018), Australian (Næssan & Zuckermann  
2022) and post-Soviet cities and regions (Vuolteenaho & Basik 2022). Meanwhile, several 
studies about place names utilise corpus in their studies, such as identifying the pattern of 
type, motivation, and argumentation used to (dis)honour Native American identities, 
histories, and cultures through names and naming systems (Nick 2017). The exploration 
of the corpus of Norfolk diving sites indicates that they are viewed as tourism manage
ment through their naming, which is attributed to the varying degrees of linguistic, 
cultural, and historical significance (Nash & Chuk 2012). A study signifies that place 
names are considered an inheritance, commonly presented in layers of linguistics strata 
where the corpus becomes the place of the idiomatic practices across naming 
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communities (Harte 2019). These studies motivate the present study to employ corpora to 
investigate Bali beyond the conventional toponymy and etymological approaches.

Secondly, Bali held a crucial position before and after Indonesia’s independence, 
leading to national and international attention. Gilbert does not single-handedly pay 
attention to Bali in the literature since Covarrubias (1986) and Vickers (2012) also pub
lished works depicting how outsiders viewed this island. Covarrubias (1986) depicts the 
island’s complex rituals and religious settings since the early period, including pre-, 
colonial, and post-colonial eras. Vickers (2012) describes how the island has befitted the 
Western imagination and notion of the exotic tropical paradise.

Thirdly, Badan Statistik Provinsi Bali (the Statistics of Bali Province), as the non- 
ministerial government institution whose function is to provide statistical data for the 
government and the community, reports that Bali is currently inhibited by 4.32 million 
people (Badan Pusat Statistik Provinsi Bali 2021). Hence, it is a dynamic place that could 
drive many discourses to float around Bali.

Fourthly, in compliance with the statistics from Badan Statistik Provinsi Bali, the island 
is also described as a distinguished tourist destination with an influx of 370,832 visitors in 
2023 (Badan Pusat Statistik Provinsi Bali 2023). Further, the statistics also confirm that Bali 
is favourable for holidays, business, conferences, summits, sports, religious purposes and 
studying (Badan Pusat Statistik Provinsi Bali 2023). Accordingly, it is assumed that Bali has 
been circulated internationally, whether from historical notes, news, films, tourist blogs or 
vlogs, business, and political activities.

Adhering to the described considerations, the adjectives of the word Bali can be 
observed in relation to the actual significant events. Consequently, an immense amount 
of the electronic text database is required to validate the adjectives and their connections 
to the historical and events timeline from prior years to the present. Consequently, the 
present study, to the best of the authors’ knowledge, will be the first study regarding 
adjectival collocations that revolve around Bali, which entails the development of the 
word over the centuries and bridging the gaps with the existing literature. In order to 
achieve the objectives of this study, the research questions are formulated as follows: 
(1) Which are the adjectival collocations of the word Bali? (2) How have these adjectival 
collocations developed over centuries? (3) How are adjectival collocations of the word Bali 
associated with records of events, history, or significant events?

2. Literature review

2.1 Collocations

The term collocation is often associated with phraseological units. The existing literature 
defines phraseological units as consistent and interconnected words that sequence a fully 
or partially figurative meaning (Naciscione 2010); for instance, studies of figurative ana
lysis of the phraseological units of the human body organ tongue between English and 
Malay (Charteris-Black 2003) and the phraseology of true friends in English and Italian 
(Nuccorini 2006). Accordingly, the present study centred more on the non-figurative word 
combination by observing the collocation. Collocation is a sequence of words commonly 
appearing – a combination of right next or disrupted by other words (Wanner, Bohnet & 
Giereth 2006). The collocation frequently entails interactions between words that are 
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separated by other words that differ in their position relative to one another 
(Durrant 2009). Further, the collocation has been a subject matter, especially in the syntax 
and semantics field, which led to the rise of the question of how the meanings of the 
items in the collocation contribute to the formation of the message given by the entire 
statement (Duffley & Larrivée 2012). The existing literature states no general definitions of 
collocations (Huang & Tsao 2021). However, the literature also mentions that collocation 
can be identified by using three further approaches: directionality, dispersion, and type- 
token distribution (Gries 2013). Collocation falls into three categories: free combinations, 
restrictive collocations, and frozen expressions (Ackermann & Chen 2013). Collocation 
meanings are not the sum of two; instead, they acquire a new meaning feasible only when 
these two words are combined in a syntagmatic relationship (Criado-Alonso et al. 2021).

2.2 Corpus analysis

Other types of analysis than corpus, such as discourse analysis studies, only focus on a few 
texts, making replicability, generalisability, and representativeness difficult 
(Lischinsky 2011). Conversely, corpus linguistics provides information comprising large 
amounts of data, which is necessary for exploration (Mautner 2007). A corpus is a sub
stantial database stored in a computer containing empirical descriptions and use of 
written and spoken language, which subsequently represent the natural use of the 
language (McEnery 2011 & Hardie 2008; Biber 2011). Consequently, using the corpus as 
an approach and a data source facilitates the depiction for analysis of language patterns 
(Biber 2011). Moreover, a corpus can also be utilised to observe the correct usage of the 
linguistic expression of the language (Seargeant 2011; Bergenholtz & Kaufmann 2017), 
and the availability of diachronic corpora opens up new avenues for analysing and 
understanding language evolution (Koplenig 2017).

2.3 Historical events of Bali, Indonesia, over the centuries

The significance of historical events in Bali is vital in explaining, justifying, or negating the 
adjectival collocations that appear in corpora. Since the historical timeline is divided into 
three periods, the first significant historical events described started in the 1800s. The 
1880s are marked by the Dutch colonialism era, as illustrated in Figure 1 (next page).

Drawing from Figure 1, the historical records note that there were three major wars 
between the local kingdoms in Bali and the Dutch coloniser: the Buleleng War in 1846, the 
Jagaraga War in 1848, and the Kusamba War in 1849. Three wars in rapid succession 
indicates the struggle of these local kingdoms against the colonial intervention.

Entering the 1900s, a myriad of significant events occurred, including continuous 
resistance against the Dutch, natural disasters, and the introduction of Bali to the outside 
world by Western photographers and filmmakers, which marked the beginning of the 
internationalisation of Bali, as depicted in Figure 2 (next page).

Following Figure 2, the war in Bali against Dutch colonialisation, known as the Puputan 
Badung War, occurred in 1906. It was followed by another war called the Puputan Klungkung 
War in 1908. Despite the reoccurring wars between local kingdoms on the island, the 1900s era 
also marked the initiation of presenting Bali to the international audience and photography, 
such as that of Gregor Krause. In 1912, Krause’s photography of the uniquely dressed Balinese 
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women led to the beginning of tourism activities on the island. Nevertheless, the war against 
the Dutch still occurred in Bali. In 1946, when Bali became a new part of Indonesia, the battle 
known as the Margarana War had befallen. During the independence era, around the 1960s, 
Bali started its mass tourism, which was marked by the growth of supporting infrastructure 
such as airports and hotels. However, tourism declined when the eruption of Mount Agung 
occurred in 1963. Falzon’s documentary Morning of the Earth in 1972 depicted Bali as a new 
surfing paradise for Australians, leading to increased tourism from that continent.

The new millennium of the 2000s has brought many ups and downs to Bali. The small 
island suffered from destructive terrorist bombing attacks. Subsequently, the island only 
began to thrive as the host to international events, and the release of the film Eat, Pray, Love, 
like its predecessor films, brought Bali back to attract international visitors. The timeline is 
represented in Figure 3.

Figure 1. The timeline of historical events of Bali in the 1800s

Krause’s 

Figure 2. The timeline of historical events of Bali in the 1900s
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Reflecting on Figure 3, in 2002, the devastating Bali Bombing 1 led to the downfall of the 
Balinese economy, which heavily depended on tourism. It has drawn massive national and 
international attention regarding the security and safety of Bali. In 2004, the Bali Bombing 
1 Memorial Monument was unveiled. However, in 2005, another terrorist attack targeted 
Bali, and the Bali Bombing 2 once again led to the collapse of the island’s economy. After 
years of recovery, in 2010, Bali began to gain its reputation and held international 
conferences, such as the International Geothermal Congress. Moreover, the same year, 
the novel-based film Eat, Pray, Love helped restore Bali’s tourism.

3. Method

According to corpus expert scholars, corpora offer unique perspectives in collecting and 
analysing data. The quantitative aspect would enable researchers to generate language 
patterns from large corpora (Biber & Conrad 2001) by observing, for example, the 
distributions, frequencies, and N-gram to test hypotheses (Stefanowitsch 2020). 
Meanwhile, the qualitative aspect would be crucial for interpreting the data, for example, 
clarifying the functions of adjectives once they were retrieved and other essential infor
mation related to adjectives. Further, corpus linguistics as a methodology emerged after 
the construction of the Brown Corpus of English in 1960, which became the baseline of 
quantitative corpus research and later acted as the foundation for qualitative corpus- 
based inquiry (Hasko 2020). Consequently, the present study employed quantitative and 
qualitative data because the data retrieved from the corpora contained frequencies of the 
adjectival collocations that must be described and explained further with historical and 
significant events. Further, there were nine steps to obtain the adjectival collocations of 
Bali from corpora. The first step was employing a diachronic corpus study with three 
determined periods – 1800s, 1900s, and 2000s – considering the occurrence of significant 
historical events from the existing literature. A diachronic corpus study is constructed 
meticulously to represent a language or language variety over time, thus enabling the 
trace of linguistic changes (Baker, Hardie & McEnery 2006).

Therefore, to address the research questions in the present study, the second step 
was selecting three databases from the English corpora, i.e., the Corpus of Historical 
American English (COHA) with 400 million word-size, the Corpus of Contemporary 
American English (COCA) with 1.0 billion word-size, and the News on the Web (NOW) 
with 17.8 billion word-size (2023) considering them as an adequate tool for exploring 

Figure 3. The timeline of historical events of Bali in the 2000s
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and obtaining the adjectival collocations of Bali over the centuries. COHA, COCA and 
NOW were categorised as the general corpora, comprising more extensive data than 
specialised corpora that acted as the benchmark of the typical language retrieved from 
these corpora (Baker 2010). The years of each corpus were defined as follows: COHA 
ranged from 1820 to 2019, COCA ranged from 1990 to 2019, and NOW ranged from 2010 
and is being updated continuously (2023). The third step was logging into the English 
Corpora account, where all three corpora were displayed. The word Bali was inputted 
into the Word/phrase column in each corpus in the fourth step. Further, to achieve the 
expected findings, the fifth step was fulfilling the Collocates section by clicking on the 
Insert PoS column and then choosing adj.ALL, meaning that the intended finding of the 
generated part of speech was in the form of adjectives.

Further, the sixth step was selecting the collocation window. In this step, each corpus 
received a different treatment, considering the characteristics of each corpus. The window 
span for COHA, which contained data text from older years, was adjusted with a broader 
window span to identify the presence of Bali than COHA and NOW. A smaller window span 
in COHA prevented finding the word Bali in the database. A possible explanation is that the 
word Bali was scarce in the older text in COCA. Conversely, COCA had a smaller window 
span, and NOW had a smaller one than COCA. The possible explanation is that the word 
Bali was more plentiful in these corpora, leading to a higher feasibility when retrieving the 
data. Accordingly, there were distinctions in each window span in this study, with the 
window span of five left and five right collocates, meaning that the search for five 
adjectives before the word Bali and five adjectives after the word Bali, applied in COHA. 
The window span of two left and two right collocates meant that the search for two 
adjectives before the word Bali and two adjectives after the word Bali was applied in COCA. 
The window span of one left and zero right collocates, which meant that the search for one 
adjective before the word Bali and zero adjectives after the word Bali, was applied in NOW.

After setting the window span, the seventh step was clicking on the Find collocates 
column. After submitting the search, the three corpora automatically displayed adjectival 
collocations output from the highest frequency to the lowest frequency, completed with 
the respective numerical data and the examples of context. It then led to the eighth step, 
which was selecting the highest thirty adjectival collocations to be further analysed in this 
study by scrutinising and eliminating irrelevant adjectival collocations of Bali that could 
be personal names, i.e., King Bali, General Bali; product name, i.e., Red Bali, Bali Hai; book 
or journal article title with lesser context, i.e., The Making of Traditional Bali: Colonial 
Ethnography and Bureaucratic Reproduction. Eventually, the ninth step was categorising 
each adjectival collocation of Bali based on the example of context previously selected. 
The categories were determined after carefully studying the context.

4. Findings and discussion

4.1. The adjectival collocations of Bali

This study presented the COCA, COHA, and NOW data in their original forms. 
Consequently, the data retrieved from the corpora comprised American spelling words, 
and they were not modified since the function of these corpora is to illustrate the 
authentic and empirical patterns of a language’s linguistic aspect. Drawing from COHA- 
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generated findings, the present study discovered only two adjectival collocations of Bali. 
The adjectival collocations, frequencies, and examples of context are presented in Table 1.

Table 1 presents that adjectival collocations in the 1800s were (1a) and (2a). The highest 
hint of adjectival collocation was (1a), with six hints describing Bali as the island part of the 
Malay Archipelago. The second adjectival collocation was (2a), with two hints depicting 
Bali as an island with frequent natural disasters. Thus, in COHA, two adjectival collocations 
represented Bali as part of the greater archipelago and the typical natural disaster.

Moving to the 1900s and 2000s, the findings are illustrated in Table 2 (next page) from 
the data retrieved from COCA. The highest hint of adjectival collocation in the 1900s and 
2000s was (1b), which reached nineteen hints describing high prices in Bali. Then, (2b) 
reached five hints explaining Bali and other bombing targets. Further, (3b) reached four 
hints relating to the idea of developing a new Bali. Following this was (4b), which reached 
four hints describing central Bali. Next, (5b) reached three hints depicting tourism phe
nomena outside of southern Bali. After that, (6b) reached three hints describing the caste 
system. Furthermore, (7b) reached three hints illustrating the beaches of Bali. The follow
ing was (8b), which reached two hints mentioning the history of Bali during the colonial 
period. Further, (9b) reached two hints depicting the terrorist attack on Bali’s nightclubs. 
Then, (10b) reached two hints describing the dead victims of the Bali bombing. 
Furthermore, (11b) reached two hints portraying interrupted international flights in the 
Bali airport due to volcanic eruption. It was followed by (12b), which reached two hints 
mentioning updated information about the bombing. Next, (13b) reached two hints 
depicting the authenticity of Bali for tourists. After that, (14b) reached two hints revealing 
that Bali has rural areas. It was followed by (15b), which reached two hints stressing that 
Bali and other places possessed unique funeral traditions.

The next adjectival collocation was (16b), which reached two hints mentioning Bali as 
one of the places to visit in Asia. Then, (17b) reached one hint explaining being a regular 
visitor in Bali. Further, (18b) reached one hint, referring to Lombok as the eastern island of 
Bali. Following it was (19b), which reached one hint describing Bali’s safety status after the 
bombing. Next, (20b) reached one hint explaining the intense effect of modernisation on 
the island. After that, (21b) reached one hint portraying Bali before Hinduism. This was 
followed by (22b), which reached one hint mentioning Bali as the host of a world summit 
concerning poverty. Afterwards, (23b) reached one hint illustrating the pleasant atmos
phere of the island. Subsequently, (24b) reached one hint describing the impact of volcanic 
activities. Then, (25b) reached one hint depicting tourism in northern Bali. Further, (26b) 
reached one hint explaining a beauty technique. Following this was (27b), which reached 
one hint explaining Bali as the neighbouring island of Lombok. After that (28b), one hint 
was reached, depicting Bali as the nearby island of Lombok. Next, (29b) reached one hint 
explaining the religion of the majority of the population in Indonesia. Lastly, (30b) reached 

Table 1. Adjectival collocations of Bali in the 1800s from COHA.

No.
Adjectival 

Collocations Frequencies Example of Context

(1a) OTHER 6 [. . .] Portuguese immigrants from Malacca; and traders from Borneo, Sumatra, 
Celebes, Bali, and other islands of the Malay Archipelago [. . .]

(2a) FREQUENT 2 [. . .] their frequent earthquakes; and Bali with the east end of Java [. . .]
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one hint illustrating the modern side of Bali. The findings generated and selected data in the 
2000s from NOW are depicted in Table 3 (next page).

Table 3 illustrates that the highest hint of adjectival collocation in the 2000s was (1c), 
which reached ninety-nine hints, explaining the ten new Balis as super priority tourist 
destinations. Then, (2c) reached seventy-seven hints depicting tourism in eastern Bali. 
Further, (3c) reached seventy-seven hints describing the tourist experience visiting Bali. 
Following it was (4c), which reached sixty-nine hints depicting Bali as the host of the world 
summit concerning human resources. Next, (5c) reached sixty hints portraying an inter
national airport in southern Bali. Furthermore, (6c) reached thirty-seven hints illustrating 

Table 2. Adjectival collocations of Bali in the 1900s and 2000s from COCA.

No.
Adjectival 

Collocations Frequencies Example of Context

(1b) HIGH 19 [. . .] The prices were a little high for Bali standards [. . .]
(2b) OTHER 5 [. . .] the bombers who hit Bali and other targets [. . .]
(3b) NEW 4 [. . .] She’d been promised a new Bali [. . .]
(4b) CENTRAL 4 [. . .] Bali’s central highlands feature the Jatiluwih rice fields [. . .]
(5b) SOUTHERN 3 [. . .] tourists from Australia and elsewhere, doesn’t seem to have gone much 

beyond southern Bali [. . .]
(6b) HINDU 3 [. . .] Bali’s Hindu caste system became more rigid under the Dutch colonial 

administration [. . .]
(7b) BEST 2 [. . .] one of Bali’s best beach districts at the Sanur [. . .]
(8b) COLONIAL 2 [. . .] Yet, rather than musing on the connection between Bali’s colonial history 

[. . .]
(9b) DEADLY 2 [. . .] the terrorists behind the deadly Bali nightclub [. . .]
(10b) DEAD 2 [. . .] the day that bombs left 202 people dead in Bali nightclubs [. . .]
(11b) INTERNATIONAL 2 [. . .] Bali’s international airport is open again after volcanic ash grounded more 

than 300 flights [. . .]
(12b) LATEST 2 [. . .] A month after the latest Bali bombing, the government scored another 

success [. . .]
(13b) REAL 2 [. . .] Posh hotels and gorgeous scenery notwithstanding, Bali’s real draw is its 

people [. . .]
(14b) RURAL 2 [. . .] The girls were returned to their families in rural Bali [. . .]
(15b) TRUE 2 [. . .] This is especially true in Bali and the Torajan area of Sulawesi [. . .]
(16b) VISITING 2 [. . .] They also traveled extensively, visiting Bali, Korea, Singapore, Thailand and 

Vietnam [. . .]
(17b) REGULAR 1 [. . .] We are regular Bali visitors and The Living Room has always been a “must 

do” item [. . .]
(18b) SMALLER 1 [. . .] Lombok was often seen as Bali’s smaller sibling [. . .]
(19b) SAFE 1 [. . .] the book has had a “great impact” on “making people understand that 

Bali is safe [. . .]
(20b) PROFOUND 1 [. . .] The effects of modernization on contemporary Bali are profound [. . .]
(21b) PRIMEVAL 1 [. . .] scholarly attention in the 1930s shifted to the original, primeval Bali [. . .]
(22b) POOR 1 [. . .] rewriting an agreement made in 2007 in Bali. Poor countries will not 

commit to a new treaty at the UN meeting [. . .]
(23b) PLEASANT 1 [. . .] Indeed, visitors are struck by what a pleasant place Bali [. . .]
(24b) OTHERS 1 [. . .] The volcanic activity has left some tourists stuck on Bali and others unable 

to get there to start their vacation [. . .]
(25b) NORTHERN 1 [. . .] was a tourist guide at the Puri Lumbung Resort in the forested hills of 

Northern Bali [. . .]
(26b) NON- 

EUROCENTRIC
1 [. . .] Shanai’s in Bali teaching non-Eurocentric beauty techniques [. . .]

(27b) NEIGHBORING 1 [. . .] Vacationers from overseas are cuing to leave Lombok on the ferry to 
neighboring Bali [. . .]

(28b) NEARBY 1 [. . .] The last foreign tourists were leaving Lombok today, heading to nearby 
Bali on ferries [. . .]

(29b) MUSLIM 1 [. . .] Whereas Indonesia is 90 percent Muslim, Bali’s population of three million 
is 90 percent Hindu [. . .]

(30b) MODERN 1 [. . .] a discovery of the modern Bali with copious shopping complexes [. . .]
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the terrorists that attacked Bali. After that, (7c) reached thirty-seven hints describing 
tourism in northern Bali. The following was (8c), which reached thirty-six hints mentioning 
a renowned tourist destination in the centre of Bali. Then, (9c) reached thirty-five hints 
describing the beaches in the Nusa Dua area. Subsequently, (10c) reached thirty-four hints 
depicting the Australian Bali bombing’s survivors. After that, (11c) reached thirty-two 

Table 3. Adjectival collocations of Bali in the 2000s from NOW.

No.
Adjectival 

Collocations Frequencies Example of Context

(1c) NEW 99 [. . .] promoted by the government as one of the ‘10 New Bali’ [. . .]
(2c) EASTERN 77 [. . .] resort in eastern Bali were sipping cocktails by the pool [. . .]
(3c) VISITING 73 [. . .] A traveller visiting Bali has shared her hair-raising experience [. . .]
(4c) SO-CALLED 69 [. . .] The inclusive labor market document was part of the so-called Bali 

commitments agreed by the G20 manpower ministers [. . . .]
(5c) SOUTHERN 60 [. . .] Located in southern Bali, 13 kilometres from the city of Denpasar, Bali’s 

international airport is well-serviced [. . .]
(6c) FELLOW 37 [. . .] But experts have warned that releasing Patek and fellow Bali bomber [. . .]
(7c) NORTHERN 37 [. . .] Few hot springs boast the tropical serenity of northern Bali’s Banjar Hot 

Springs [. . .]
(8c) CENTRAL 36 [. . .] Located in central Bali, Ubud has changed from an artists’ colony and 

backpackers’ hideaway [. . .]
(9c) BEAUTIFUL 35 [. . .] Beautiful Bali beaches for your summer vacation Nusa Dua Beach [. . .]
(10c) AUSTRALIAN 34 [. . .] Australian Bali bombing survivor, Andrew Csabi and his friend pay their 

respect to the victims [. . .]
(11c) NEIGHBOURING 32 [. . .] Lombok’s economy, and while it does not get the numbers of neighbouring 

Bali [. . .]
(12c) NEARBY 31 [. . .] The jolt did not disturb the operation of airports in Lombok and nearby Bali 

island, authorities said [. . .]
(13c) TROPICAL 27 [. . .] world leaders gathering in Indonesia’s tropical Bali island for a summit of 

the Group of 20 biggest economies [. . .]
(14c) OTHER 26 [. . .] In December 2001, Hambali met Azahari, Mukhlas and other Bali bombing 

conspirators [. . .]
(15c) GOLDEN 24 [. . .] Golden Bali flags indicate an artist nearby [. . .]
(16c) CONVICTED 23 [. . .] When the convicted Bali bomber Imam Samudra was first arrested and 

interrogated in 2002 [. . .]
(17c) POPULAR 20 [. . .] Unlike the more popular Bali resort island or the bustling concrete jungle of 

a capital Jakarta [. . .]
(18c) LEFT 19 [. . .] Jetstar flight JQ38 left Bali on Thursday, April 13 and was hour into its 

journey to Sydney [. . .]
(19c) HINDU- 

MAJORITY
18 [. . .] Opposition to Israel’s participation in the tournament has widened with 

Hindu-majority Bali refusing to host the country’s team [. . .]
(20c) LUXURY 18 [. . .] Retired Boeing 737 is being transformed into a luxury Bali villa [. . .]
(21c) HINDU 17 [. . .] And Hindu Bali is a different world from predominantly Islamic Java, where 

Umar Patek is jailed [. . .]
(22c) RURAL 17 [. . .] close interaction between livestock and tourists in rural Bali has become 

the main area of concern [. . .]
(23c) EXCECUTED 16 [. . .] A large media contingent is seen covering the funeral service for executed 

Bali nine member Andrew Chan [. . .]
(24c) ALLEGED 14 [. . .] to show great respect for Australia in how they manage the prison release 

of alleged Bali bombing mastermind Abu Bakar Bashir [. . .]
(25c) ENDANGERED 14 [. . .] With the ecolodge’s rangers, you can spot the endangered Bali starling [. . .]
(26c) REAL 14 [. . .] but those that head off the tourist trail will learn the real Bali [. . .]
(27c) ANNUAL 12 [. . .] the Bali Youth Summit 2023, held during the seventh annual Bali’s Biggest 

Clean Up [. . .]
(28c) INFAMOUS 11 [. . .] Myuran Sukumaran – a member for the infamous Bali Nine – who was later 

executed having been convicted of drug trafficking charges [. . .]
(29c) NOTORIUS 11 [. . .] some other foreign drug traffickers, including two members of the 

notorious Bali Nine who were executed in 2015 [. . .]
(30c) BELOVED 10 [. . .] And few have been impacted as heavily as our beloved Bali one of 

Australia’s most favourite places to escape to pre-pandemic [. . .]
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hints explaining Lombok as an emerging tourist destination. It was followed by (12c), 
which reached thirty-one hints mentioning the earthquake’s impact in Lombok.

Next, (13c) reached twenty-seven hints portraying Bali as the place to conduct the 
world leaders’ summit. After that, (14c) reached twenty-six hints mentioning the Bali 
bombing’s terrorists. It was then followed by (15c), which reached twenty-four hints 
explaining the flag that indicated the presence of artists. Further, (16c) reached twenty- 
three hints describing Bali bombing terrorists. Then, (17c) reached twenty hints portraying 
the resort in Bali. Furthermore, (18c) reached nineteen hints about the plane leaving Bali 
for Australia. Following this was (19c), which reached eighteen hints describing Bali’s 
rejection to be the host of a tournament. Next, (20c) reached eighteen hints portraying 
a villa in Bali. After that, (21c) reached seventeen hints explaining the majority religion in 
Bali targeted by the terrorists. It was followed by (22c), which reached seventeen hints 
explaining the rural area of Bali. Afterwards, (23c) reached sixteen hints mentioning one of 
the Bali Nine’s convicts. The following was (24c), which reached fourteen hints describing 
the Bali bombing mastermind. Then, (25c) reached fourteen hints depicting the Bali 
starling. Further, (26c) reached fourteen hints explaining the authentic experience in 
Bali. Subsequently, (27c) reached twelve hints describing an annual gathering concerning 
the environment. After that, (28c) reached eleven hints depicting the Bali Nine convicts. 
Next, (29c) reached eleven hints, also referring to the Bali Nine convicts. Lastly, (30c) 
reached ten hints illustrating Bali as Australians’ favourite tourist destination. To sum up 
the category of the top thirty from each corpus, the development of adjectival colloca
tions of Bali is depicted in Figure 4.

Based on Figure 4. the adjectival collocations of Bali in the 1800s fell into two categories, 
i.e., archipelago and natural disaster. Each category had the same frequency, which only 
appeared one time. Later in the 1900s, the category of the adjectival collocations of Bali 
became more varied, i.e., tourism, terrorism, fiction, history, religion, natural disaster, politics, 
and tradition. The study found that the tourism category received the highest frequency, 
appearing sixteen times. Then, the terrorism category appeared four times. Subsequently, 
the fiction category appeared three times. Further, the history and religion categories 
appeared two times, respectively. Eventually, the natural disaster, politics, and tradition 
categories appeared one time, respectively. Furthermore, in the 2000s, the adjectival 

Figure 4. The development of adjectival collocations of Bali over the centuries

STUDIA NEOPHILOLOGICA 11



collocations of Bali fell into several categories, i.e., tourism, terrorism, politics, criminal, art, 
and religion. Similar to the 1900s, the tourism category remained at the highest frequency, 
appearing sixteen times. After that, the terrorism category appeared five times. Next, the 
politics category appeared four times. Then, the crime category also appeared four times. 
Eventually, the art and religion categories appeared one time, respectively.

4.2 Discussion

The present study resulted in three crucial findings addressing the respective research 
questions. Firstly, observing from the corpora, adjectival collocations of Bali are present 
from the 1800s, 1900s, and 2000s. However, the findings in the 1800s are significantly 
lesser than those in the 1900s and 2000s regarding hints given the characteristics of the 
corpus itself, i.e., COCA, which provides recorded texts from the past years where the 
numbers could be limited compared to two other corpora, i.e., COHA and NOW. Secondly, 
adjectival collocations undergo remarkable development from only two categories in the 
1800s into eight categories in the 1900s and six in the 2000s. From these categories, the 
distinctive development began in the 1900s with the appearance of the tourism category, 
which constantly occurred until the 2000s. Thirdly, when associated with the records of 
events, history, or significant events, the adjectival collocations indicate significant rele
vance with the pivotal events in Bali. Accordingly, several elaborations are made to enrich 
the explanation of the findings.

Addressing the findings from the 1800s, the adjectival collocations of Bali from COHA 
were strictly limited only to the ‘archipelago’ and ‘natural disaster’ categories, causing the 
dearth of information regarding Bali in that period. A possible explanation could be that 
at that time, Bali did not receive as much exposure as it does today. Hence, only a few 
historical notes of Bali in the 1800s were stored in the corpus. Three wars occurred when 
the Dutch colonisation began to take over the island, and yet the corpora findings reveal 
that none of the adjectival collocations are related to colonialism, war, or heroism, which 
could be because the outsiders overlook the importance of these wars against the 
colonials. Thus, although these wars are recorded in Balinese and Indonesian history, 
less information and data regarding these matters were stored in these corpora. 
Consequently, in the 1800s, Bali was perceived as merely part of the Lesser Sunda 
Islands, which had frequent earthquakes and volcanic activities.

Further, broader categories of the adjectival collocations of Bali began to show in the 
1900s and the 2000s from COCA. The findings yielded that the collocation related to the 
tourism category was at the highest position and overshadowed other categories. 
Referring to the historical timeline, the findings confirmed many historical events in the 
1900s. Krause’s photography marked the tourism category, the emergence of tourism 
through a film documentary, attracting many Australian tourists to visit the island. 
Accordingly, the strong adherence between Bali and the adjectival collocations that fell 
into the tourism category dominated other categories. Three possible explanations exist 
for why the tourism category became paramount adjectival collocations. Firstly, since the 
dawn of its tourism, Bali has consistently received a favourable image as a dreamy and 
exotic tropical paradise by outsiders. Books such as Island of Bali (Covarrubias 1986), Bali: 
A Paradise Created (Vickers 2012), and Eat, Pray, Love (Gilbert 2006) and photography, 
documentaries, and films seemingly endorse the island’s image. Secondly, tourism 
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continuously brought economic growth to the natives and migrants by providing job 
opportunities related to tourism dominating other categories. Thirdly, Bali undergoes 
devastating terrorist attacks, which ultimately damage its tourism sector.

Furthermore, the study retrieves the adjectival collocations of Bali in the 2000s, 
especially the year 2010 and above, from NOW. Likewise, it is suggested that the tourism 
category perches at the top of the rest. However, it is worth mentioning that other 
categories, i.e., terrorism, politics, and crime, are also interrelated to the tourism category 
for three reasons. Firstly, the devastating effects of Bali Bombing 1 and Bali Bombing 2 in 
the early 2000s claimed the lives of many foreign tourists and caused damage to the 
picture-perfect paradise image of Bali. Consequently, adjectival collocations that fall into 
the terrorism category occurred right after the tourism category. Secondly, it was pre
viously mentioned that the tourism sector in Bali also entailed international events, 
conferences, and summits. Hence, the politics category was also a fragment of the tourism 
category. Thirdly, the crime category involves Australian citizens who smuggled drugs to 
Bali. Some Indonesian news reports that Australia would boycott Bali’s tourism if the 
death penalty were conducted.

Compared to related studies about place names, the present study answers the call 
from previous studies that recognise and promote corpus to find genuine words and how 
they are utilised (Atkinson 2009). Consequently, the present study demonstrates the 
actual usage of the word Bali over time. The study also strengthens the statement that 
corpus provides empirical and natural use of language (McEnery 2011& Hardie 2008; 
Biber 2011), which is fruitful in gaining a clear depiction of particular patterns. 
(Biber 2011). Accordingly, the study accurately illustrates the adjectival collocations of 
Bali over the century and identifies the patterns of the collocations. Subsequently, the 
present study could offer reliable linguistic conclusions (Raper 2017), particularly about 
Bali. Furthermore, the present study supports the previous study that the corpus about 
naming place indicates the significance of linguistics, cultural, and historical aspects (Nash 
& Chuk 2012). The adjectival collocations of Bali signify that the linguistics aspect unveils 
the depiction of cultural and historical elements of the place.

Consequently, the present study theoretically enriches diachronic corpus linguistics 
regarding place names in three ways. Firstly, the study contributes to adjectival colloca
tions of a particular word. It indicates that a particular word, in this case, Bali, as a place 
name is beneficial to be observed using the corpus approach and not merely toponymy or 
etymological approaches. Secondly, the study contributes to the diachronic aspect of Bali 
that remains limited in the body of literature. By conducting the study, there is an 
illustration of how the place’s name has evolved over the century. Thirdly, the study 
also contributes to the advantages of the corpus in generating results that are empirical 
and corroborated to the recorded historical and crucial events, particularly about Bali.

5. Practical implications

Besides theoretical contributions, this study is also contributed practically in two ways. 
Firstly, the study recommends that the generated adjectival collocations of Bali be 
incorporated for further linguistics purposes, for example, employing these adjectives 
to create promotional advertisement scripts for tourism. Secondly, the study encourages 
incorporating texts that could help create a specific corpus containing Bali’s extensive 
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texts about history, culture, religions, arts, and many others since there is still a dearth of 
these in the present corpus about Bali, especially before the 1900s and 2000s.

6. Conclusion

The adjectival collocations of Bali offer new insights into the body of literature, especially 
related to diachronic corpus study. The study reveals that the adjectival collocations of 
Bali hold a significant value and serve as agents that construct the image of the island 
rather than merely a name of one of the islands and provinces in the Indonesian 
archipelago. However, regardless of the significance, this study also has some limitations 
that must be addressed in future research. Firstly, the study investigates a particular word, 
i.e., Bali. Therefore, the findings are not generalisable to other words or phrases. Secondly, 
the present study only investigated adjectival collocations of Bali. Consequently, there is 
an opportunity to explore collocations of other parts of speeches related to Bali, i.e., verb 
collocations, noun collocations, and adverb collocations. Thirdly, the present study 
employed three large and reliable corpora, i.e., COHA, COCA, and NOW. Nevertheless, 
other major corpora, such as the British National Corpus (BNC) and specialised corpora 
built for specific purposes to analyse Bali, have yet to be explored. Hence, it also becomes 
a potential study to be conducted in the future.
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